University of Dayton

eCommons
News Releases

Marketing and Communications

2-1990

UDRI Researcher Travels to Kennedy Space
Center to Analyze Samples from LDEF Satellite

Follow this and additional works at: https://ecommons.udayton.edu/news_rls
Recommended Citation
"UDRI Researcher Travels to Kennedy Space Center to Analyze Samples from LDEF Satellite" (1990). News Releases. 6987.
https://ecommons.udayton.edu/news_rls/6987

This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Marketing and Communications at eCommons. It has been accepted for inclusion
in News Releases by an authorized administrator of eCommons. For more information, please contact frice1@udayton.edu,
mschlangen1@udayton.edu.

Story ideas for print and broadcast media

UDRI RESEARCHER TRAVELS TO KENNEDY SPACE CENTER
TO ANALYZE SAMPLES FROM LDEF SATELLITE

A researcher at the University of Dayton Research Institute
will join nearly 90 scientists from across the nation at the
Kennedy Space Center in Florida Feb. 4-15 when they investigate
experiments retrieved from a nearly six-year-long trip to outer
space.
Charles Hurley, a research specialist with the aerospace
vehicle coatings group of UDRI's materials engineering division,
led a team that fabricated experimental research materials for a
trip aboard the Long Duration Exposure Facility (LDEF) satellite,
launched on April 6, 1984. LDEF was to orbit the earth for
approximately one year, but its retrieval was delayed by the
Challenger accident and other scheduling problems. The materials
the group fabricated were part of a research contract with the
u.s. Air Force Wright Research and Development Center's Materials
Laboratory, located at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base.
Hurley and his UDRI team fabricated and assembled an
experiment containing a variety of plastic films, candidate space
coatings and metallic films to test the materials' stability in
outer space. Because LDEF was seeking information on extended
exposure to space environments, its prolonged mission has
enhanced the value of virtually all the experiments.
At the Kennedy Space Center, the LDEF will be removed from
the shuttle's payload bay before experiment trays will be
returned to the principal investigators for subsequent analysis.
Hurley and the other researchers will join NASA officials for the
"LDEF Materials Data Analysis Workshop" Feb. 13-14 at the Kennedy
Space Center to discuss data and materials analysis, and specimen
preservation. UDRI researchers look forward to analyzing their
materials in depth in late March.
Hurley, who has more than 20 years of involvement on Air
Force contracts, also fabricated experimental materials for the
"SkyLab" experiment, an orbital space station launched in 1973.
In 1980 his research team developed and built two experiments to
monitor the effects of static charge build-up on spacecraft
surfaces as part of the "Space Craft Charging at High Altitude"
(SCATHA) experiment.
For media interviews, contact Chuck Hurley in Dayton at
(513) 255-3220. In Florida, Hurley can be reached at The Hilton
in Cocoa Beach at (407) 799-0003 {
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